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i E m QEANJDU m FOE; The Honorable Robert S. Mcttaroera 

The Secretary el Defense 


1. At the clone el the- Executive Committee meeting on 
i December, I raised the question of courses of action we 
should follow if the Cuban SAM sites are made operational &nd 
a U-2 i* shot down, 

c. As we anew from fleet experience, there is no guarantee 
that we will be able to positively state that the aircraft was shot 
domm we would have no firm evidence on which to base a retalia- 
tory action, 1 am sure that in the circumstances described, 
positive proof that the aircraft was lest as a result of hostile 
action will be required. Hence, we must take all reasonable 
measures to insure, to the best of our ability, indisputable and 
immediate proof that the plane was actually shot down, 

3. hi this regard, it is my understanding, that there are 
several devices which might be brought to bear on this problem. 
Two of these which show considerable promise are; 


a. An EE- 4? equipped wlth| 

and motion picture camera, Such an aircraft could 
parallel the course of the U-2 and record its progress, 
particwisrly when pasting within range of known 5A-2- 
ffiitee. The EE-47 would at all times be over inter- 
national waters, 

h. Another U-2 aircraft equipped with infrared 
sensors capable of tracking and recording on film the 
U-2 and i*A-2 missiles if fired. This aircraft could 
also remain over international waters but fly a 
parallel course to the mission aircraft. 
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4. There may he additional asset* presently available to 
the Department of Delease which coaid he el use* sad 1 defer 
to year judgment in this regard. I am# however* deeply con- 
cerned that a contingency a# described above may arise. A 
decision at that time, at beet, will be difficult even with all 
the fact* in hand, la the absence oi this most essential intelli- 
gence* it will certainly be even more difficult. I would appreciate 
your views. 


(Signed) JOHN A. MoCOHB 

JOHN A. MCCONE 
Director 
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Herbert Scovillo* Jr. 
BB/A 
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